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The Value and Utility of Parents 

Written by Chris Shade 

 

As a condition of receiving Title I funds, schools are to “educate teachers, specialized instructional 
support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, 
in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and 
work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties 
between parents and the school. 

Because school age children spend 70% of their waking hours (including weekends and holidays) 
outside of school, parental involvement and engagement is essential to the success of children in 
school. While volunteering at school is beneficial, and attending parent-teacher conferences, school 
events, and parent involvement activities are important, “the most significant type of 
involvement/engagement is what parents do at home.” By monitoring, supporting and advocating, 
parents can be engaged in ways that ensure that their children have every opportunity for success. 

Extensive research demonstrates “a positive and convincing relationship between family involvement 
and benefits for students, including improved academic achievement. This relationship holds across 
families of all economic, racial/ethnic, and educational backgrounds and for students at all ages. The 
benefits for students include: 

1. higher grade point averages and scores on standardized tests or rating scales, 
2. enrollment in more challenging academic programs, 
3. more classes passed and credits earned, 
4. better attendance, 
5. improved behavior at home and at school, and 
6. better social skills and adaptation to school.” 

Perhaps Ruby Payne said it best. “Do not confuse having physical presence with parental involvement. 
The research seems to indicate that when a parent provides support, insistence, and expectations to 
the child, the presence or absence of a parent in the physical school building is immaterial.”  

Written School Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy 
Like the district parent and family engagement policy, schools are to jointly develop with, and 
distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a written school parent and family 
engagement policy as well. Once constructed and agreed upon, the policy is to be made “available to 
the local community parents” and “notified of the policy.” Further, the policy is required to be 
“updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school;” and if the plan is not 
satisfactory to the parents of participating children,” the district is required to “submit any parent 
comments” with the plan when the local educational agency submits the plan to the State. ESSA offers 
local education agencies the opportunity to “amend” the aforementioned district parent and family 
engagement policy to “include the requirements of the school parent and family engagement policy if 
it has a school district-level parent and family engagement policy that “applies to all parents and 
family members in all schools served by the local educational agency.” 

http://www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf
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School-Parent Compacts 
As a component of the campus-level parent and family engagement policy, each school served under 
[Title I] is required to “jointly develop with parents for all children served a school-parent 
compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility 
for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will 
build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards.” To the extent 
practicable, the compact must be offered in “a language that family members can understand” and 
“describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a 
supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to 
meet the challenging State academic standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible 
for supporting their children’s learning; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as 
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular 
time.” Additionally, the compact is to “address the importance of communication between teachers 
and parents on an ongoing basis through, parent-teacher conferences, during which the compact shall 
be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement.”  

ESSA further requires schools to offer “frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress” as 
well as “reasonable access to staff” in addition to “opportunities to volunteer and participate in their 
child’s class, and observation of classroom activities” as it is essential for the school and its parents to 
have “regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff.” By 
offering up such means, parents and family members can be involved in their children’s education. 

Simon Sinek in his bestselling book, Start With Why, noted, “People don’t buy what you do; they buy 
why you do it.” Have you considered helping all school and community stakeholders understand 
WHY family engagement is vital? When teachers, parents and family members fully understand why 
their engagement is so fundamentally essential, they can collaborate alongside one another to support 
students’ academic and social emotional success both in and out of the classroom. 

 
 

 

 


